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universal suffrage, but it would be found on examina-
tion that no monarchy could look universal suffrage
face to face. The Empire, for instance, had violated
universal suffrage in five ways, by establishing
heredity as a dogma, by establishing the immutability
of the Constitution, by creating two Chambers, by
making the chief of the Executive irresponsible, and
by depriving the nation of Constituent Power. But
once allow the fountain of the popular will to play
freely over the Constitution, and taxes will faH, armies
will dwindle, education will be compulsory, secular,
and gratuitous, and as no official, however exalted,
will be unaccountable to the people, so will no depart-
ment of public policy be withdrawn from their control,
" Universal suffrage cannot abdicate. The popular
will of to-day cannot bind the will of to-morrow/7

In Gambetta's election programme of 1869 all
officials are to be elected, the standing army is to be
suppressed, the Church is to be separated from the
State, and the Government is to provide primary
secular education for all at its own charges. Social
changes would doubtless follow, but there was the less
reason for tabulating economic prescriptions since in
a true political democracy the maladies of society
would cure "themselves.

The Empire fell not before the radical propaganda
of the students' quarter and the law-courts, but before
the Prussian guns. When the news of the capitulation
of Sedan was received in Paris on September 4, 1870,
the Assembly was invaded and dissolved by an armed
mob, and the deputies of the Left, headed by Jules
Favre and Gambetta, proceeded to the Hotel de Ville,
pronounced the abolition of the Empire, proclaimed
the Republic, and established a provisional government